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www.agricology.co.uk

Independent knowledge platform
supporting farmers and growers to
transition to more diverse and resilient
farming systems using agroecological
practices.

Focus on a whole system, holistic
approach.

Linking research with farmer practice,
exploring practices that restore the farm
ecosystem.

Providing a ‘toolbox’ for farmers.

Aim to inspire farmers with science-based evidence and
encourage farmers to share their experience to bring

about changes in farming practice



http://www.agricology.co.uk/

Currently delivered by the Organic Research Centre
(ORC). Founded in 2015 by the Daylesford Foundation,
ORC and Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust Allerton
Project.

Encompasses all production systems and a wide range
of farming approaches; from ‘conventional’ or
integrated farming to organic, biodynamic etc.

‘Practical, sustainable farming, regardless of labels’

Data shows that the website has a wide reach, with over half of
our audience being farmers, the remainder being largely advisors,
agronomists, and researchers.

320,000+ users since launch, 2,690 newsletter subscribers

(July 2023)




Collaboration with organisations from across the industry on website content and
events, helping steer direction.

Partners

Home > About Us > Partners
o Key Partners
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Work closely with farmers and growers communicating innovative
practices, successes and failures, showcasing trials, collaborating in

events.

An initiative with a community created through the network of

researchers, farmers, advisors, students and ‘audience’ or ‘users.’

Response to increasing UK and global challenges and a need to back up g
what is going on in the field with rigorous science-driven research,

spanning different farming approaches and sectors.

Our vision
All farmers will be using agroecological
and regenerative practices to deliver

productive, profitable, and resilient

farming systems that enhance the

environment and ensure a vibrant
sustainable future of farming in the UK

Our mission
To inspire all farmers with
research evidence and farmer
stories to instill changes in their
farming system



Sharing knowledge online and in the field

56 farmer profiles, 440 resources on practices and
principles from across the sector, videos, podcasts,
over 200 guest blogs and research project pages. / "DISCUSSTONTENT!
Exploring topics, sharing expertise, promoting events. [}

All content approved, referenced, and includes past
and current research.

Field days, discussions, workshops, on-farm, at events,
and online, collaborating with partners, providing a
space for demonstration and discussion, sharing ideas
and experiences, linking to relevant research.

AGRICOLOGY .
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Talks / webinar recordings on our YouTube channel and in our
resource library

https://www.youtube.com/@Aqricoloqgy/videos



https://www.youtube.com/@Agricology/videos

o

t

can you use i




Home

AGRICOLOGY @

Farmer profiles Resources Research projects News, Blog & Events About us What is agroecology?

‘ 14 =

What is | W/ SEBIN
agroecology? QNN P

Home > What is agroecology?

Agricology has been established to share practical information about sustainable farming based on agroecological principles. This page aims to provide information about

agroecology.

Agroecology principles

Agroecology involves understanding ecological processes and applying these concepts
to the design and management of agricultural production systems.

“Agroecology is concerned with the maintenance of a productive
agriculture that sustains yields and optimizes the use of local
resources while minimizing the negative environmental and

socio-economic impacts.”

MIGUEL ALTIERI

Watch on (€3 VouTube

Definitions of agroecology...
https://agricology.co.uk/what-is-agroecology/

Filter Options

FILTER BY FARMING THEME

] Farm management & economics (316)
L] Crops, forage & horticulture (253)
L] Environment & wildlife (193)
L] Soil management (163)
[ ] Weeds, pests and diseases (135)
[ Livestock husbandry (110)

L] Animal health & welfare (88)

[] Beef cattle & sheep (30)

[ Dairy cattle (21)

LI Poultry (18)

L1 Pigs (11)

] Other species (2)

] Agroecological approaches (107)

FILTER BY PRACTICE v
FILTER BY ORGANISATION A4

FILTER BY MEDIA TYPE v

FILTER BY WEBSITE PUBLICATION DATE

Start Date End Date

Search / filter via farming themes categories and sub-
categories, practices, authoring organisations, media types,

publication dates.

OEEHHEE P&

FILTER BY PRACTICE

[ Soil monitoring (61)

LI Cover crops (55)

(] Habitat creation (52)

[ Diverse / herbal leys (40)
L] Diverse rotation (37)

] Leys in crop rotations (37)
L] Minimum Tillage (37)

[] Integrated pest management (IPM) (34)
L] Intercropping (33)

[] Mixed farming (29)

(] Mulching (29)

L] Companion crops (27)

[] No tillage (27)

(] Biological & cultural weed management (25)
L] Organic fertilisers (24)

(] Mechanical weeding (23)

[ ] Homegrown feed (22)

[] Rotational grazing (20)

[] Undersowing (20)

[ Pasture fed livestock (19)
[] Mob grazing (18)


https://agricology.co.uk/what-is-agroecology/

Resources

Accessible via individual resource pages with brief summary, key

points, fully referenced, peer reviewed. https://www.agricology.co.uk/r
Platform for communicating research, sometimes produced  esources/role-soil-biology-
specifically for Agricology i.e. factsheets / practice abstracts. SeR-nutrtion
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The Role of Soil Biology

in Crop Nutrition

Lloyd S.H L. and Crotty F.V
Home > Resources > The Role of Soil Biology in Crop Nutrition January 2017

The Role of Soil Biology in Crop Nutrition

A detailed review to help you recognise farming practices that will encourage soil biota.

DOWNLOAD RESOURCE

Resource explained

It is vital to support many aspects of soil biology in order to maintain conditions which are beneficial to crop nutrition. The Althor(S):
existence of just one organism within the soil can support many others, so a holistic approach to encourage soil biology helps Lloyd S.H.L & Crotty FV
maintain the complex food web; such an approach can be found in agroecological principles. This review by the Game & Wildlife Ea

unders:

Conservation Trust (GWCT), with support from the Frank Parkinson Agricultural Trust, looks at the importance of soil biology in
Frank Parkinson Agricultural Trust

plant nutrition and how it aids crop growth and yield. It emphasises the role of soil biology in recycling plant nutrients and highlights

practices that encourage healthy soil activity. It describes in detail bacteria, fungi and mycorrhizae, earthworms, nematodes, Organisation(s):
arthropods and protozoa, focusing on their function and farming practices which can encourage them.

e Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust .
Findings & recommendations Date:
01/01/2017
Please see here for a summary of the main points provided by the GWCT.
Evidence:
Associated Agricology Partner Organisation(s): Acadernic research
) Related theme:
/ Fi ank l??*f!“?;‘f’ﬂ o Crop nutrition & fertility building

// e AGRICOLOGY®


https://www.agricology.co.uk/resources/role-soil-biology-crop-nutrition

Resources

Collaborating with organisations, turning research into practical guidance.

https://www.agricology.co.uk/organic-management-technigues-project

AGRICOLOGY®

Home Farmer profiles Resources Research projects News, Blog & Events About us

Home > Research Projects > Organic

Techniques Project

Organic Management Techniques Project

Opportunities, Barriers and Constraints for Organic Management Techniques to Improve Sustainability of
Conventional Farming

Project Background

British farming businesses are facing a number of challenges, such as uncertain weather and volatile markets. The Secretary of State
for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, the Rt Hon Michael Gove MP, set out ambitions for the UK to be a world-leading food and
farming nation that provides a cleaner and heathier environment, benefiting the economy. A consortium of farming organisations
therefore came together to explore the extent to which the application of agroecological techniques, widely adopted in organic
agriculture, could help to achieve these goals. This Defra-funded project (OF03111) which ran from 1st February 2018 to 30th
November 2018, has shown that the UK has an excellent opportunity to drive the uptake of practices that can enhance the
production efficiency and resilience of farming systems.

The project investigated the viability of transferring agroecological practices more widely across UK agriculture. Agroecological
techniques are not exclusive to organic systems and are increasingly being applied by progressive farmers in the non-organic sector.
For example, leys are being incorporated within conventional arable crop-rotations to help control blackgrass.

RESEARCH CENTRE

What is agroecology? - Q

1. Mixed farming through collaboration

2. Use of diverse crop rotations

3. Manure and compost as a fertiliser

4. Feeding livestock on pasture-based diets
5. Use of i

6. Biological control (indoors)

wanical weed control

n arable rotations

7. Integrating le;

8. Encouraging natural predators (outdoors)

9. Use of green waste compost

10. Outdoor access for animals all year round

11. Diverse/herbal sward mixtures

12. Increasing use of legumes in crop rotation

13. Novel forages (e.g. chicory)
14. Use of complementary therapies
15. Undersowing of leys in crops

Summary provided by the Organic Research Centre, access the final project report here

Associated Agricology Partner Organisation(s):

N
#ORGANIC “‘

SRUC

OF&G

ORGANIC
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LINKING ENVIRONMENT AND FARMING
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Game & Wildlife
CONSERVATION TRUST
The Allerton Project

Home Farmer profiles Resources Research projects News, Blog & Events About us ‘What is agroecology? Q

Home > Resources > Novel forage crops

Novel forage crops
Organic Management Techniques to Improve Sustainability of Non-Organic Farming

Resource explained

COMPATIBLEWITH
This abstract was composed as part of a Defra-funded project looking at organic management techniques that could be applied on ORGANIC STANDARDS

'WNLOAD RESOURCE

non-organic farms and help improve sustainability. It describes information on novel forage crops, listing the main agronomic,
economic andlor ecological value you can expect to gain from growing sainfoin, chicory and lucerne. It includes practical
recommendations such as the time of year they should be planted, suitability according to your farming system, and equipment
required. It also includes a case study of a farmer who is applying the practice. Potential benefits and potential barriers you would

need to consider and financial implications are also listed. Author(s):
G ; Alford )
Findings & recommendations
Funders:
* Modern forage crop cultivars do not always provide the yield or management benefits required on all farms. Lucerne, sainfoin Defra
and chicory have the potential to fill these gaps, and with correct management supply high quality, drought tolerant feed for
cattle and sheep. Organisation(s):
« They are deep rooting legumes capable of producing high yields of high protein forage. Lucerne is suited to a multi cut system, « Agricology
sainfoin can be cut and grazed, chicory is commonly grown in mixtures — it can be selectively grazed so needs to be managed, - GWCT


https://www.agricology.co.uk/organic-management-techniques-project

It's not just about the bees

Resources

Gm«- Farmer profhe Resourcer Resewchpromcts Mows, Bopd Frests Abost i Wak o sproscsiopy? m Q,
B AT B TR L OET VW FTE Y

B n Plsmcearren v Wit ok alscast e baax

It's not just about the bees

Insects managed correctly in agriculture transform quickly from being 2 pestto beinga
powerful tool.

For far too long the discussion in :hzgenerdpunLcaxvmdmsecs starts and finishes
with the honey bee - even within farming is often limited to

about pollinators. Obviously pollinators are critical, in fact, to put some figures on how
impartant are, 343 of crops in Europe and 90% of all
plants on planet earth are insect pellinated. However there is an equally important
role insects can play for our agricultural crops - they have the potential to be the
guardians of our crops as well.

If complex insect ecosystems are allowed to develop, o even better, ¥
abselutely astwndmg sequence of events starts to unfold in front of the farmer's eyes.

However very few farmers currently get to enjoy this great natural wonder of biodiversity. This is unfortunately because the first

2round and amangst our crops, an

Linking to other

- - insect many farmers see in their fields and on their crops is either an aphid or a caterpiliar; bod:cf\\m::e n commerially
Article by organic vegetable farmer Andy Dibben mg?pmm\mﬂmﬁgnsomfﬁ*w = i potenially farriers. Who
. machfuraxrylegaﬂvaﬂwwedD‘chez:nmlpesnude.asbothfarmsd’farmmgmar)vlmnrzdb\'mma]pa*udehu - which is only re eva n CO n e n
Resource explained interested in public health, not planet health, [ would argue the two are inexricably finksd, but 1 o the current cee
COEPATIELEWITH and to be honest every since World \'«a:Z.Thestnﬁtowards regenerative farming pmmsaahxfwszmgam
“IRCIT TP (MY i QAT IENTSTE Qickly oM b d RO 12 ity @ prwirial el S0 Karix thit o writinn by * CROARIC ETANCARDS. soils and should be commended for this, however it is Jess keen to move away fmmagmd:em\::lssnuﬁasweed}aﬂersudpes:\ndeslf
crpands e poiailn Brrer Ard; [Sbben, 3 S parouie ko the ok e can ply 51 ool pesia: 5 s oo Al we are to stop and reverse biodiversity collapse as well as reduce carbon emissions in farming, then any shift must focus on to life above

and below ground.
world where the rate of insect extinction is aocelerating at an alarming rate (on the most part due to excessive agricultural
de use and habitat loss), :hsmrnnuedmsdeefkeeymgmpsdezncfaﬂmsemandﬁewsdmofaﬂplantsemsgtdsecmp
no longer ethically tolerable in any form of Iy believe there isan

oty Pt g of the Bt e wepmtabloe prTen 38 Al | ke TS 3 dheres raissd g 1,600 50TV BT rear
\Cirtnremmer, Chsscyinrhins, wharm be mamgs the 15-ure hortindiurs hoing, 1 third ol which it under jgresiorsey, | lare b
s Karward s can o sl oomplin imoct e o i deolop or e prosciely oncourged on S, descriing s in

wwibich i can b done, dring on il e Ssiorie nowinden, 3nd orsphasiting the wory many bl thai cn be o a—

‘rraon, e e Boeny: of iaadernury o a poewngl kol for had prodaceen” vy

Findings & recommendations Oeparisstenis:
Dare

& Poleni P by ey P have B3 e with ST in Pertongs b oo pacction. The stkutn of Biroedgs, hower
i, el uaraniici wrngen. ol roby <o ax 3 by caara of proisin, Crestng s polen-rich habitad: In srd arend yoar rops e LTI
g 3 AN ax o vl el STV 3 CONEEIN opalision of borficial sl T

= Porernial wAdflown s s ohion ran ik bring the oo bmporise e of pollon o inssra | kewsver, there i sibar
nonrmes which will ks knog: bonelichal prodscr asarty (avidod sia fowor and irve poller

4 The by iy prospe of Aowering phe sadshls i farmes 5 provids pollen Dvasphedl #ia s s sre porennil -
weldiicressr, sl wikiowers, prasss, cower crops, wesds.and ihe oo Sermeskes.

This brings me back to the astounding sequence of events that would
unfold in front of all farmer’s eyes if they kept their hands off the
insecticides. The first thing they would notice would be the arrival of

& Farmer wr sonusvrod st Liing sowing i i achise 3 aroubr harve. s, the rma el o3 be ppked 1o - the so-called pest insects, aphids o caterpillars. Howeves, shortly after
their arrival would follow a variety of predatory insects to feast on the
o ool b . Fey ol R o v s, ol ks e e . Fataad marma: aphids and caterpillars. Aphids are a key protein soures for 1
= ot o Can B el AT 3] SR rSOR T, ISttty ISy 5 IO RCTRIAN i CTop heskh s e their larvas, hover fly larvas, lacswing larvas and the larvae
g, T arhisve Hhin, thoy s be allovwed i Mo bu acd and sond, s shold B s o prumd ai approgriss limas E =~ wasps. Fascinatingly; or gruesomely; depending on your attit
 Mandy sl b oo e of his. orops soed-ime o he e 3 weoks, shich alioes thom (o cuincmpeto the serounding. R —————— things, the parasitoid wasps lay their eggs inside aphids and
iy Wonan than bermme 31 mal. radher than 3 gemblens - their ot esseon will ieed wl Ba sad thoke oson vl — and these eggs then hatch out and consume the aphid or catx
| . e — the inside before emerging, (Fig. 1)
- e ‘Wherever there are :::anﬂx:wpiﬂx. there will be pred
& ey OO 85 1 I Ehe k] S0 vou s Findthiond harerts it 3oy prasd |pohsged Ko ract vy MR sy sara [— fecyees de onii‘tj.ﬂmwmdmmﬂ?nfﬁﬂsm‘sman
= Temon thal prmdiers caliti are one of fhe sarlont sraares of polien. sslubie i, tha UK, coaminguide. Prrbaps e mod: aflscibe e stpmrup;’dapmwﬂ illars with nsecticides ia
‘i ol L A PN 303 ARChiniRs 1 T Tl Gy SRAREL i whar LTt e intllgnaty intraard St . predators, either m[“amzmma‘ a;no:gstmeumab
Pang AT prhiTand. indirectly, by removing their food source or egg laying habitat
= 1lrving 3 poronnial undicturbod habital on o B sl alkow borefical procsorny isncs o sholior inom s wind and Fary Farming: Pracsics interaction between predator and prey, the current attitude in
rsin dhuring the prrssdng rsane, s will s provide thefler in the winier Pty & Csmpanion eropa “mﬂﬂmﬂﬂeuﬁg&mﬁmhsdﬂﬁ‘xﬁﬂ
= ook lor madnsising plank. deonity and dosing don 2 recicing Bokle of praciicing = Cior comps
onrer of rature to the farmer become released In short no
orp restsidon, sloning woede iz rvre Bk b pour o se ihe erop i s, s undemowing orope with e a Tarrarsging bersichl i gopénatmﬂmueedsmbealevelofwlamneofpest;
s = Inirgraird post raragerst (FH) bring powerful populations of predators.
R —— As alluded to above, if farmers really want to capitalise on th
Sty b bt et O 3 pYesg o JYEWITE EOring Ierselodg 3l squrioncs of iy ety in protorisd croppin s part of * Mnaieruseieg natural asset, then not only do they need to stop the use of

i Cverl AT project.

i takon by Sen Paaron, &) Rights Reserd

¢} Related articles

they need to go completely in the other direction and activel
to do this, :herearemu:zhouls at their disposal to help:he

https://agricology.co.uk/resource/its-not-just-about-bees/
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Farmer profiles

9 Farmer Profiles

Ed Hamer Edwin Taylor George Young (farmingGeorge)

- 019 S H =
- . od grden rga Last Updated : 16th May 20 Last Updated : 28ch Scptember 2020
seasonal ‘share of the harvest’ to 90 househoids across the *Since adopting conscrvation agricultire practices, the sof on “fobbing Farm is 2 1,200 acre (485 hectare) zero tillage: and zero
north-cast edge of Dartmoor: As a Community Supported the farm has become mare resiiont to rain and guantitics of Insecticide arable and Bvestodk farm in south Essexc My main
Agriasiure (CSA) farm, Chaglood's astomers become rain. There has also been noticcable biodiversity benefits; wath poaks in farming are two-fold: farming with nature as much as |
‘members’ and commit to support the Som with an annual Increases in ground-nesting birds and brown hares, and reducing  possibly can, and achieving as diverse a range of nutritional
subsoription. This subscription supports the farm with 2 pesticides will benefit important beneficial insects_* diversity on the fanm as possibie.
garantoed markes and shares the .|
LEARN MORE LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

Georgie Bray

media.
Drilling down into the finer details of practical application,
referencing environmental / economic / community impacts.

https://agricology.co.uk/farmer-

profiles/mike-mallett/



https://agricology.co.uk/farmer-profiles/mike-mallett/

Farmer profiles

Unique to Agricology.

https://agricology.co.uk/farmer-profiles/barbour-

family/

AGRICOLOGY®@

Home Farmer profiles Resources Research projects News, Blog & Events About us

Home > Farmer profiles > The Barbour family

The Barbour family

Mains of Fincastle Farm, Pitlochry, Perthshire

We farm cattle and sheep on land that is part of the Bonskeid Estate, near Pitlochry in Scotland. Fincastle is 500 hectares (ha) of
farmed land (plus a plantation of 40 ha), and since November 2021 we have taken on 300 ha of land at Borenich as well.

It is very much a family business — Patrick is a biologist on the river Tweed, and Robert currently works for the Sustainable Food
Trust in Bristol, but they help with sheep shearing, lambing, calving and hay time when they can. Catherine works full time on the
farm alongside Seonag and myself (Andrew). Her background is in animal health which is very useful, our emphasis on health is
stronger now, and her enthusiasm and commitment gives us older generations motivation! Fincastle has always been farmed in-hand
by my (Andrew’s) family.

What is agroecology?

Farm Facts

Farm size :
500 hectares at Fincastle, 300 hectares
at Borenich

Manpower :
3 full time most of the time. Just taken
on a local man (part time) to train as an
extra pair of hands

Farm type :
Grazing Livestock

Other farm tvne information -

Home > Farmer profiles > Paul & Nic Renison

Paul & Nic Renison

AHDBGRASS

This profile was created as part of the AHDB Grass project

Cannerheugh sits on the edge of the Pennines, looking over the Eden Valley towards the Lake District. We came here in 2012 with
our two daughters, and moved into a caravan in the farmyard, which was our home for 18 testing months.

Prior to the move, | (Paul / Reno), was a new entrant into farming and had been managing a traditional fell farm in the Lake District
for 10 years, after a couple of years travelling / working and doing a degree at Harper Adams College.

I (Nic) was brought up on my parents’ dairy farm on the Welsh Borders, where | developed an early love of cows and food.
Working on the farm which also processed and sold milk locally after college was a good fit. A need to spread my wings led to
several different roles and then a move north where | met Paul.

TV ARSI LY . MG R T VT 9.V L R P S ety O DS B ¥ ¥ 1 T & TR ARt Tl - W St Tie S ety s & 3 1

Farm Facts
Farm size :

350 acres

Manpower :

2 (Paul & Nig)

Farm type :

Mixed

Other farm type information :
Sheep, suckler beef cows, pigs, chickens

Tenure :
Owner occupied

https://agricology.co.uk/farmer-profiles/paul-nic-

renison/

Some commissioned by contributing

organisations.



Research project hubs

Providing a platform to share farmer-facing project outputs and linking event outputs with

useful resources...

0 Home Farmer peofiles Resources Ressarch propects News, Blog & Events Abcut us What is agroecology! m Q
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Encouraging Habitat Management and Consen'allon "
Positively Impact Farmland Biodiv ersity esore®

ef V"oﬁ\es

Project Background o

2 amm for th proget w (o domomarate kst food g o wrel ¢

pomaitle 10 reverse sproes dechne martabely when Grmens camader the needs ot

coordnghe

The 2019 State of Nature Beport found 41% of the UK's wiicife species haee cocinee
threatenad with extinction, and 37K of spedes have deoreased in distrbution n the ks

sl widife habitats and food s e srsncited with industriel sl farsing and inores
spercas are farmband bards - the alxrslancs of mdetor specas bon Gllen by 56% saco 18

n the bet comury

Thes proy ot to show how the Dube of Norfok's Peppering farm 0 Arundel West &

across 15% of thair Rnd, without detrimental effect to the 85% of bind dedicated to %00d et
fwmers in the county to adopt 2 simdar approach with at keast P4 of their own land Conserv
greatly increasod popolitions of isents, wildlowers, skybirks, yelowdsrmenens, com Luntings,

TEvTETIdY.

Aims & Approach

1) To share §n person] keamngs on habtat meragement. comseration techraques and legal pred.
have: Increased farmland bird popuianions and biodiversey at l'eppering Farm, Sussex, with other £

ey S 2 - iater
2) To document the nsight and experience gained from the wark undertaen, promoting it more by 3 o el X jces wate
pe A
Brwers satioewide 10 Mlopt these methods. %

Conservation of Farmland Birds

This guide comprises notes to support the Conservation of Farmland Birds workshop at Peppering Farm, Sussex, in June 2022; a
collaboration between GWCT and Agricology and made possible by the generous support of The Ernest Kleinwort Charitable Trust
and The Lawson Trust.

UK Farmland bird indicators have fallen by 54% since 1970. Modern farming techniques have
created challenging conditions for farm ecosystems and birdlife in particular, reducing insect
numbers and the nesting habitats they need to survive.

Peppering farm, in partnership with GWCT, lead partner in the Interreg PARTRIDGE Project, have
successfully developed a scalable solution for increasing farmland bird populations whilst
maintaining farm profitability. In recent years they have laid 9 miles of new hedging and currently
dedicate 12% of their farmland to conservation, with the remainder farmed as before.

This approach has been developed primarily to ensure grey partridge populations, an indicator
species for a healthy farm environment, thrive, but has also demonstrated a significant positive
impact across other farmland birds including a 57% increase in skylarks, 71% increase in lapwings,
20% increase in yellowhammers and 30% increase in corn buntings. Small mammals such as voles =

and hares are also visibly abundant. @ GWCT

The Three Pillars of a Successful Conservation Approach
Extensive research across Europe has identified three pillars of an approach that can successfully reverse the decline in farmland biodiversity, supporting
more varied flora and fauna

NESTING AND OVERWINTER HABITAT

Grey partridges are ground-nesting birds, with nests in shallow scrapes hidden in dense vegetation in field margins, crops, or the bases of hedges. They
pair up in late winter/early spring and search for suitable nesting sites, looking for cover to protect their nests and the incubating hens from the
‘weather and predators.

Provide suitable habitat by: s
¥ Cultivated arable margins (which also allow less pesticide drift into nesting areas) /f/'
¥ Leaving hedges uncut during the nesting season (May - July), and cutting in rotation (3 years) to allow a dense base LA
to develop and ensuring plentiful nesting habitats for other farm birds Game & Wildlife
v Introducing wildflower margins/plots in field corners that remain uncut during May - August to provide overhead CONSERVATION TRUST

protection from predators and insect food for chicks
v Rotating crops throughout the year and leaving winter stubble where possible to ensure consistent cover

v Creating ‘beetle banks’ for additional nesting habitat and sustainable food sources A G RI C O L O GY 9

https://agricology.co.uk/research-
projects/encouraging-habitat-
management-and-conservation-
methods-positively-impact-
farmland-biodiversity/
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Soil Time Farm of the Future? Net Zero in Practice

Defra says 10% UK arable to be agroforestry by
2050 - come and see what it’s all about over

Agroforestry Open Weekend 2023 1921 May)

June 16,2023 May 2, 2023

With the sun shining and a fantastic range of speakers lined up, Matt Smee reports back from attending an event intended to

May 3,2023 help make steps +owards a practical incarnation of RASE's 2022

report 'Farm of the Future: journey to Net Zero!

the Agricology team and a mix of farmers, growers and industry
professionals gathered N Tuesday 23rd May at the Dainy.
Waddesdon Estate, for some "soil time' discussing ‘Getting

Wakelyns' David Wotfe invites you t Jisit the farms in the UK

and Iretand celebrating their agroforestry planting over the
Started with Regenerative Agriculture” Matt Smee gives Us the g

o I
owdown Soil Time

With the sun shining and ¢he most fantastic range of speakers lined up, the Agricology team and 2 mix of
LEARN MORE

armers, growers and industry professionals gathered on Tuesday 237 May at the Dairy, Waddesdon Estate,
for some ‘soil time’ discussing \Getting Started with Regenerative Agriculture”

Our event was part of our wider Down 10 Earth’ project, which is aimed at sharng regenerative and sustainable farming
approaches being used at the ‘Waddesdon Estate and beyond. The day was funded by the Rothschild Foundation and was created to
i elp farmers and growers lear “bout how they can get started with regencrative agriculture; helping t dentify which techniques
could be suitable for their farming system(s), and providing some useful pointers on ways to making things financially viable
! l \ Alice Midmer, who is part of the Agricology Advisory Group and works at GWCT's Allerton Project 4id a fantastic job chairing the
- day, and started us off with a brief overview of what regenerative agriculture She highlighted the similarities and overtaps within
methods of farming that are lrgely considered to come under the ‘smbrella of ‘sustainable, Integrated Farm Management’
conservation agriculture, Organc: and ‘agroecological” She emphasised that ultimately 115 3 about good environmental farming and

trying to make it better

"'Fundnmcnla”y regcnemlivefarmiug is about reJeneraﬁng something,
making it better, making more of it and increasing the health of the
environment. chcncrulivc agriculture has caught the attention of many
because it is aspirﬂ!iorml and exciting. It is about impruvingfarming

systams."

specifcally, it is about creating diversity in your rotation: protecting the soi surface, maximising on Ving roots in the soil, minimising
<oil disturbance, and reintegrating vestock where possible. A sixth principl that has been added in recent years s context; doing
the right thing at the right time it the right place, and at the right pornt ™ your journey of change-

Blogs

Our opening speaker was Faba Bromovsky, who introduced the Global Farm Metric tool. We tarted with introducting this t00! 25
it ighlights overarching key aspects and challenges; how do we measure what were doing, how do we know if we're really doing it.
and how do we track change on that journey? You can watch Fabia's talk here:

Measuring
Sustainability
ORC @Waddesdon
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Related farming theme *
« People & skills

« Regenerative agricufture

enerative agricUiture

Key Farming Practices:
« Cover crops

« Direct driling

+ Diverse rotation

« Leys in crop rotations
« Minimum Tillge

« Mixed farming

« Mulching

« Notilage

« Undersowing

Organisation(s):
« Agricology
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&) Primary audience is farmers.

Q Applicable for various stages of farming
journey.

&) Plenty to chew over! Explore potential
practical solutions to fit individual
circumstances.

&) Focus on farm business benefits and the
wider environment.

&) Dynamic and exciting teaching tool. Keeping
it alive!

&) Possibilities to contribute to the content and

make connections in the farming industry/ . A
wider network.
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Get in touch: enquiries@agricology.co.uk
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