
Pastured Pigs

This document has been produced as part of a collaborative project between The Landworkers
Alliance, Pasture for Life, Hodmedods and Sustain on Deforestation-Free Pigs and Poultry.

Check out Pasture for Life’s Eventbrite page to keep up to date with further educational farm walks
highlighting farmers who are reducing their reliance on soya-based feeds.

Soya is a valuable feed source for livestock; it is an excellent source of energy and protein, highly
digestible, and has high amounts of the limiting amino acids required for an animal’s growth. In the
UK, the poultry sector is the biggest consumer of soya, followed by the pork sector. Over the past 50
years, production of soy has increased faster than any other crop, with about 77% of global soya
being used as animal feed. Half of the world´s soya comes from either the Amazon or other high
biodiversity regions. WWF estimated that the land required to grow soya overseas to satisfy the UK’s
average annual demand between 2016- 18 was an area nearly the size of Wales. Meanwhile, the
industry's dependence on imported soya means that volatility of feed prices places farmers in a
precarious position.

Across the UK, many farmers are working to reduce their dependence on soya. Finding alternative
sources of feed that meet the energy, protein, and amino acid requirements of animals can be
challenging without soya, and the farmers in these case studies are using different approaches to
providing a balanced diet for their stock. This document is intended for farmers looking to reduce
their reliance on soya in pig systems, or as a jumping off point for those hoping to establish a new
pastured pig operation. As can be seen from our diverse case studies, there is no singular approach
to pastured pig management, and all four farms are continually making adjustments to improve their
systems, whether by trialling new feed sources, altering their grazing rotations, or experimenting with
different breeding.

If you are thinking about setting up or expanding a pastured pig enterprise this document will help
highlight some of the things you will need to think about. It poses questions for you to consider rather
than give specific blueprints for how to do it (because invariably every farm and farmer is different,
and working within a different context). It is not an exhaustive list so keep an open mind and be
prepared to gather information and knowledge from a variety of sources.
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